Bethel University

Spark
Among Friends Library Newsletter

Library and Archives

Spring 2016

Among Friends Spring 2016 Vol 16 No 2
Friends of the Bethel University Library

Follow this and additional works at: https://spark.bethel.edu/library-newsletter

Recommended Citation
Friends of the Bethel University Library, "Among Friends Spring 2016 Vol 16 No 2" (2016). Among Friends
Library Newsletter. 6.
https://spark.bethel.edu/library-newsletter/6

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Library and Archives at Spark. It has been accepted for
inclusion in Among Friends Library Newsletter by an authorized administrator of Spark. For more information,
please contact kent-gerber@bethel.edu.

3900 Bethel Drive
St. Paul, MN
55112-6999

AMONG FRIENDS

Address Service Requested

VOLUME 16: NUMBER 2

Spring 2016

BUL and Its Networks: More than Meets the Eye
It’s a wonderful thing for our library to have the opportunities to make a difference.
As part of BUL’s current (internal) strategic planning proand healthy), to “Financial Fitness” (a collaborative project to
cess, we recently decided to take inventory of how many com- help ensure that undergraduates learn how to manage their
mittees staff are involved in.
money), to student mentorI’m really glad that we looked
ing, to digital preservation
into this, because it turns out
committees that involve other
that, when we include interlibraries in the region.
nal/library committees and
It’s a wonderful thing for
involvements around—and
our library to have not only
beyond—campus, there are
the willingness but the opporupwards of 50 settings where
tunities to make a difference,
BUL staff make a contribution.
in so many ways.
Yes, that’s Five-Zero. Fifty.
A few campus wide venI can think of at least three
tures have been especially
reasons why this is worth
interesting of late:
knowing.
Campus Master Planning: Bethel did a thorough
1. We want to make sure
CMP a few years ago, and then
we have a good reason
with the purchase in late 2014
before we add anything
of
the
“Pine
Tree”
property
across
Snelling—now known as
else (!)
2. We want to make sure we are making the most of these the “Anderson Center”—the process has had to be opened up
again. A top priority for us, of course, has been to ensure that
opportunities to contribute
3. I’m not sure we would have had any idea of the extent space is allocated there for the same services and resources
of our involvements had we not sleuthed this out as we we offer jointly with Teaching and Learning Technology and
Information Technology on the main campus. And we’re very
did.
pleased that a space on the 2nd level of Anderson has now
Examples? Some are simpler, and/or less formal, than
been established as a service point, with regular Reference and
others. We have a hand in everything from the “Plants” comother services.
mittee (making sure that our foliage in the library stays green
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Celebrating Learning Beyond the Classroom
Watch Primetime recordings at : bit.ly/buprimetimevideos

David Stewart, Director of
Libraries, reminds the staff
of his Canadian roots by
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with maple leaf shaped cookies.
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Friends Annual Awards is Money Well Spent
Bethel’s History Department got to keep the coveted
Library Research Prize trophy for a second year as this year’s
winner, Emma Beecken (pictured below with Dr. Chris Gehrz,
Professor of History), took the prize with her paper “Hannah
More’s Moral Imagination: Fiction that Reformed a Nation.”
Emma, a senior
with a triple
major in History,
Elementary Education, and Social
Studies Education, shared her
research process
and highlights
of her topic at
a special Primetime at BU
Library on April
26.

At the same program, the Connie Larson Memorial Scholarship was awarded to circulation student worker Erin Koski
(pictured below with her supervisor Erica Ross). Erin was
honored for going above and beyond as a leader and initiativetaker in her position at the library checkout desk. Congratulations to both of these deserving young women!

Moving the Needle Project: The
library has also had strong representation on this initiative, which has focused
on improving student success, reviewing the honors program, and rethinking
the “first year experience” at Bethel.
Recommendations from the last of these
three have been recently approved by the
CAS Faculty Senate. This is an excellent
reminder of how Higher Education is in
a time of constant challenge and change,
and of how important it is for schools
like Bethel to keep current with the
needs of students.
Grow Post Traditional Enrollment: This project is a third major area
where the library has had a voice. Even
though this group only formally got going in late 2015, it really had its origins
in the Strategic Initiatives/Options
activities that reach back to 2014. The
impetus for this group is the recognition
that “post traditional” students (definition: “[students who are] already in
the workforce [and] who lack a post-

secondary credential, yet are determined
to pursue further knowledge and skills
while balancing life, work, and education”) are a surprisingly large percentage
of Bethel’s prospective students, and yet
in many ways we are built for more traditional, four-year residential programs.
The charge of this group is to rethink
how we might become better positioned
to offer at least as high quality of a student experience for the post-traditional
learner. It’s complicated, but some good
work is being done, and of course the
library needs to be in the thick of such
conversations.
Maker Spaces: Lastly, there’s been
a lot of discussion lately around the
concept of “Maker Spaces,” so much so
that it’s hard to be certain that everyone’s
talking about the same thing (!). One
definition is “a collaborative work space
inside a school, library or separate public/private facility for making, learning,
exploring and sharing that uses high tech
to no tech tools.” This might include art
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BUL and Its Networks: More than Meets the Eye Continued from page 1
projects, use of 3D printers, software development, music, video, etc. The library
has had two representatives on a key
campus-wide planning group, because
we feel that we have a unique and important perspective to bring to the table. We
know that providing space(s) of this kind
will be beneficial to our students, because as we follow the career trajectories
of alumni we see again and again how the
ability to collaborate, and to be opportunistic and resourceful positions them
well for a changing workplace, what
some authors refer to as the “Gig Economy” (http://www.dollarsandsense.org/
archives/2014/0314friedman.html).
In summary, the reality that fewer than
twenty of us have a hand in something
like fifty committees comes as a bit of a
shock. But when it’s considered in terms
of how we are able to contribute, in so
many different ways and places, it speaks
well of the resourcefulness of our staff.

PaGe 5

For more information contact
bul-friends@bethel.edu

Bethel University Library
3900 Bethel Drive
St. Paul, MN 55112

Staff News:
Randy Swanson joined the Library staff as the new Library
Digital Services Specialist
Published:
Earleen Warner’s (Reference/Instruction
Librarian) article “The Power of Encouragement: The Role
of Christian Academic Librarians in Supporting the Whole
Student” was published in The Christian Librarian.
Kent Gerber’s (Digital Library Manager) article “DIKTUON:
Getting Involved With the Digital
Humanities in Theology, Biblical Studies, and
Religious Studies” was published in Theological Librarianship.
https://theolib.atla.com/theolib/article/view/420/1457
Completed Master’s degree:
April Youngblood (Serials Supervisor) completed her Master of
Library and Information Science degree from
St.Catherine University
Presentations:
Reference Librarians Scott Kaihoi, Will Keillor,
and Michael Mitchell presented at the 2016 Library
Technology Conference: “Putting It All Together: A Holistic
Approach to Utilizing Your Library’s User Data for Making
Informed Web Design Decisions”
Michael Mitchell (Reference/Instruction Librarian) and
Lyndi Fabbrini (Public Services Librarian) presented at the
2016 ARLD Day: “Lessons from Managing a Library Instruction
Overhaul” which shared the experiences of our Reference
Librarians as they created a series of information literacy
tutorials to support student research.

Visit the Bethel University Library’s website
at: www.bethel.edu/library.

Friends Can Give Online!

www.bethel.edu/giving/donate/
give-now

Designate “Friends of the BU Library”
in the “Other” category
Or you can find our membership
form at www.bethel.edu/library/

about/friends-university-library/
membership-info

The Bethel Library Blog has been revived
and is full of great articles on what is
happening in the library or what library
staff are interested in highlighting. Follow
us at https://blogs.bethel.edu/bethel-

library/.

Follow us on Instagram and Facebook too!

Dear Friends,

Help us go from this...

Today we have an opportunity to help make some tremendous
change within the walls of our beloved Library.
The Board of the Friends has launched a fundraising campaign to help replace the
furniture in the Library that was purchased anywhere from 2002 to 1972! We’ll be funding
the purchasing of commercial grade couches, ottomans, and chairs that rock and swivel.
As usual, the Library staff have outdone themselves in researching the furniture to make
sure they were getting the best quality pieces of furniture, and things that the student
body and community wanted. They hired a designer to come into the space and make
recommendations. After that they polled patrons about which items of furniture they
preferred. Finally, they took a group of their student workers to the showroom and let
them test the furniture, consult with each other and vote on the items they liked the best!
We are purchasing commercial grade furniture because of how frequently it is used, and
how many people will use it. The furniture will be well used for events like readings for
kids in the community, our signature Primetime Presentations, student and community
reading/study space, as well as many other special events.
What do we need from you? First and foremost, your monetary donations. Raising
$11,000 to supplement the Library’s budget (which doesn’t have room for this purchase)
is no small task, and your donation in any amount will help tremendously! We have a list of
really fun incentives for your investment in our project, so please make sure you choose an
incentive that we can give back to you as a thank you.
Second, please spread the word about our campaign (you can find more information
on the back of this letter).Whether you are in a position to give financially or not, your
publicity to friends and family is invaluable. Spreading the word about our need will not
only help us achieve our financial goal, but it will also encourage lifelong learning when
people learn about the Bethel University Library and all the services it offers.
Thank you for your support of the Bethel University Library over the years.You
have been a catalyst for lifelong learning and an asset to the Library. Thank you for your
continued support!

Calvin Konop (‘10) is a passionate
defender of libraries (especially BUL!)
and the outgoing President of the Friends.

To This!

Make a Gift
Online: https://www.bethel.edu/giving/projects/library-furniture/
Mail: Fill out this form, attach check and mail to:
		
Friends of the Bethel University Library
		
3900 Bethel Drive
		
Saint Paul MN 55112-6999

Perks (circle one)
Give $5 or more:  Get your name in the Friends of the BU Library News		
letter.

Give $10 or more: Get two (2”x5.5”) glossy bookmarks with a nice image.
Give $20 or more: 	
Get 12 beautiful book plates for your personal library,
designed specifically for the Friends of the BU Library.

Give $35 or more: 	Get a reusable BU Library chico bag that holds up to

20 lbs, stows in its own pouch, and fits in your pocket!
(Limit 50)

*Gift Amount Enclosed:$_______________

Give $50 or more: 	Get a 45 minute private reading session after hours in

Your Information:

the fireplace lounge. Pick one or more of your favorite books to be read out loud to you and a few of your
friends by a Bethel celebrity reader. (Limit 3)

*Name: _________________________ ___________________________
First				Last

Give $75 or more: 	Get a limited edition, hand crafted mug made specifically

*Address:_____________________________________________________
Street Address

Give $100 or more: 	Get a mobile constructed from discarded books, or a

______________________________________________________
Address Line 2
___________________________
City				

_______
State

_______________
Zip Code

*Phone: __________ - _________ - _____________
*Preferred Email: _______________________________________________

Please circle a perk (right), enclose your check, and mail it to the
address above.

						Thank you!

for the BU Library by a Bethel alumnus. (Limit 3)

unique art piece created from discarded books. (Limit 3
of each)

Give $200 or more: 	Get a 2-hour game night in the library with your friends
(up to 12 people). (Limit 1)

Give $300 or more: 	Get a dessert buffet for up to 15 people. It won’t be

Downton Abbey, but you will be treated like royalty! Get
your friends, family or department together for a fun
evening at the Cragg’s while enjoying a variety of desserts such as flan, chai tea cupcakes, dessert cheeses, and
more! (Limit 1)
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